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Patrick T. McMorrow Resentenced for
Mailing Threatening Communications

BISMARCK - United States Attorney Drew H. Wrigley announced that on May 15, 2006,

Patrick T. McMorrow of Fargo, North Dakota, was resentenced before United States District Court

Chief Judge Daniel L. Hovland on charges of mailing threatening communications, extortion, and

threatening the use of a weapon of mass destruction.  

 Judge Hovland sentenced McMorrow to 30 years in a Federal prison to be followed by three 

years of supervised release.  McMorrow was ordered to pay a $300 special assessment to the Crime

Victim's Fund.

In October 2004 Judge Hovland sentenced McMorrow to 11 years and 8 months in a Federal

prison to be followed by three years of supervised release.  McMorrow appealed his conviction to the

Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals, and the United States appealed the sentence.  The Eighth Circuit Court

of Appeals affirmed the conviction, but reversed the sentence and remanded the case for resentencing.  

McMorrow, 53, was found guilty of the charges by a federal jury on July 22, 2004.  The

incidents occurred in August of 2003 when McMorrow declared war on the City of Fargo through

letters sent to the United States District Court in Bismarck, North Dakota Governor John Hoeven’s

office, the President of the United States, and the City of Fargo Mayor’s office.  McMorrow was

incarcerated at the North Dakota State Penitentiary at the time, serving a sentence on unrelated charges. 

In the letters, McMorrow demanded, among other things, that the City of Fargo pay him $40 million 
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by November 1, 2003, a date close to his scheduled release date from the penitentiary, in order to avoid 

the war.  McMorrow threatened that all people living in Fargo would just have to move out or take

their chances.  He further warned the State and Federal authorities to move their employees out of

public buildings because he could not guarantee those locations would not be damaged by bombs. 

Federal agents testified that McMorrow admitted during an interview to writing and mailing the letters, 

discussing his knowledge of weapons and explosives as well as how to build them, expressing that he

was serious about his threat to engage in war against Fargo and that he was willing to die if necessary. 

The agents testified that McMorrow stated that it would be the government’s fault if people were 

injured.  The letters were mailed after McMorrow attempted unsuccessfully to sue the Fargo Police

Department for what he alleged were violations of his rights.

The case was investigated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and United States Postal

Inspector.

Assistant United States Attorney Rick Volk prosecuted the case.
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